Flood risk: opinions and debate


Debate 
In these debates the issue is not to decide on right or wrong. Avoid frustration among students by explaining that these are issues that don not have one unambiguous answer.
Why?

By reflecting on relevant societal issues concerning flood risk, students will get a deeper awareness of the subject of flood risk. They realise that decision making in this field is complex and is influenced by the view you have on moral and ethical aspects.
How?
Before
Before this lesson you could do the role play on the information meeting about the evacuation plan and a general introduction on flood risk.

· Read the background information and the provided themes.
· Choose a theme. Two themes have been prepared. For each theme an introduction is given and a number of follow up questions.
During

· Introduce the theme to your class and start the debate.

· Structure the debate and make sure it doesn’t get stuck in details.

· Conclude
After
This block of lessons can be concluded with the exercise: Prepare!

Background information

Flood risk is made up out of the probability of a flood and the consequences the flood has. The probability that you experience a flood depends on where you live. Not only between countries but also within regions this probability differs. Now what is fair? Should we all be equally exposed to flood risk?

Hurricane Katrina triggered discussions about preparation and evacuation plans. In many places little attention is given to these plans. Should government provide more safety by improving preparedness?
The European Union has enacted a Flood directive. It says that all countries have to map the flood risk for their whole country and inform the people about these risks. Furthermore they need to make flood risk management plans and involve the people in the process of developing such plans. But do the people want to? Do they feel responsible for their own safety or do they expect the government to take care of safety?

Themes

What is the limit of the right to be safe?

Preparation

· Read the text carefully.

· Find a map of your own country or region with different population densities and different economic activities.

Introduction

Show the map to the students. Tell them to imagine that the area has a flood risk. They can protect only a quarter of it. Ask them to choose which area they would protect. Why do they choose that area? 

Write on the blackboard what values the students would like to protect against floods. (people, private property, commercial property, public property, animals, nature, cultural or historical values). What is most important? Rank the values.
People will probably be most important.

Then ask them:
Should all areas be equally safe for all people?  
Questions to stimulate discussion.

If yes:

How much money can you spend to protect one life? Is that amount limited? And where is the limit? Who decides on the limit? Is the limit in Bangladesh the same as in your country? Why?

You can ask people to move from a flood plain for their own safety. But can you force them?
If no 

How many victims are acceptable? One, ten, a hundred? Where is the limit? Is it ethical to diversify safety? Would you accept health care to be less in certain areas? What if your grandparents live in an area with high flood probability? 
If a house floods in a known flood plain. Are the people who live there to blame? Can the government refuse to help them?

Introduction

Ask the class (a number of) the following questions:

Suppose that a flood is expected in the area where you live. The mayor has to decide to evacuate or not and to make this a mandatory evacuation or not.

What will your family do if you are advised to evacuate? Will you go? 

Or on the other hand: you know it will likely flood, but your family is asked to ride it out at home, because only the most vulnerable people are to evacuate. Will you stay? What if there is a chance that the electricity will fail and the water supply too. Will you still stay?

Do you trust your government to take the decision that is best for all concerned, or do you trust your own initiative?

Can the government force people to evacuate if they don’t want to?

Questions to stimulate the discussion:

If yes

How are you going to do that? Will you fine people who stay behind? Do you send the police to drag people out of their homes? That would take a lot of personnel. Wouldn’t the police have better things to do, like rescuing people or directing traffic? What if later you conclude that is was unnecessary to evacuate?
What if another area that was not expected to flood, unfortunately does flood, and the people there are not evacuated. Do you think the government will have to pay all damages because of negligence?
If no
Why no?. It is in their best interest, don’t you think? Do you think all people will leave the area? If someone remains in the area and then needs assistance because otherwise he will drown, should help be given? After all, it was his own choice to stay, wasn’t it? If someone drowns is that his own fault? 
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