Flood risk: opinions and debate


Writing exercise:

Prepare! 

This exercise can be used as the conclusion of the discussion themes or after the virtual tour. You could also use it in English class. 

Why?

The aim of the exercise is that students think about their own situation and try to imagine what might happen if they would experience a flood themselves.

The questions are a means to help the students think about their own situation before they actually start writing. Giving them a choice between writing a story or a plan, means they can write in a manner that is most appropriate for them.

How?
· Explain what you want them to do

· Pass out the questions

· Take in the papers and grade them

Prepare!

Option 1: Write a story of about 800 to 1000 words in which your family experiences a flood. Use the answers to the following questions.

Option 2: Write a plan to prepare your family for a possible flood. Use the answers to the following questions.

Questions:

· Where is everyone in your family at 2 o’clock at night, 11 in the morning, 5 in the afternoon and 10 in the evening?
· If there is a flood, or the threat of a flood and you are not together, what will you do? Do you know how to reach each other? What if the mobile phones are out?

· Where do you live? In an apartment, a house, on the ground floor or not, near a river, a lake or the sea. What could be the source of a flood?

· How would you know whether or not you have to evacuate? What source of information would you use? And what if that doesn’t work anymore?

· If you would have to evacuate, would your family have to pick up someone (your sister at school, or your grandparents for example)? Is that possible at that time do you think? If not: what could you do?

· What if members of the family get separated during the evacuation? Is there someone who could be a contact for all? Do all of you know who that is and how to reach that person?
· Would you take a neighbour with you?
· Do you have pets? Will you take them with you if you have to evacuate? How will you do that? What if you stay home and it floods? How will you take care of your pets?
· If you evacuate, where would you go to? Is there someone you could stay with? Do you know that persons phone number? Would you know it in an emergency?

· What things would you take with you when you evacuate? (Papers, medicines, pictures,…)
· If there is a threat of a flood and you stay at home, what do you need?

· Will power and phones work in a flood? And drinking water taps? And sewerage? What could you do if they don’t work?
· Are shops and banks still open in a flood?

· How long will it take until everything is back to normal?
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